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PRESENTATION ABSTRACTS

Session I
Media Landscapes: Dynamics of Traditional and New Media 

in Contemporary Media Markets

Paško Bilić

The Croatian media policy is currently dominated by the restructuring of public 
service broadcasting through the Croatian Radio-Television Act. However, global 
developments refl ected in digitalization and media convergence push the 
media environment towards multiplying media platforms with varied sources 
of national and international content and information. This brings forth the 
need to reconsider theoretical as well as policy bases. While from the consumer 
culture point of view this is sometimes regarded as culturally democratic 
through enabling wider choice, others express fears of declining public sphere 
and the rise of consumerism. The public sphere is especially fragmented through 
numerous web-based platforms. Regarding the Internet the democratic impact 
of technology should be reassessed with stronger emphasis on social factors that 
determine its usage. The social and technological poles are however somewhat 
hard to set apart, especially when it comes to Web 2.0, user-generated content 
and social media. This ˝socialization of the World Wide Web˝ redefi nes the role 
of communication in democratic societies. As opposed to vertical forms of 
communication in mass media, these horizontal forms of communication change 
the dominant ways of producing, sharing and disseminating information. The 
questions of information privacy and the trust in information sources become 
crucial. How can policy cope with these horizontal forms of communication? 
How can regulation be established for users who are accustomed to fl exible 
usage of international and national web-platforms? These issues cannot be 
addressed at present time since we are not yet certain of the broader social 
or democratic implications these developments will have. There is however, 
signifi cant potential and media policies should reorient themselves towards 
communication polices and observing the fl uctuating power relations within 
these developments. More empirically orientated analyses should investigate 
the motives for using or not using social media.
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Susana de la Sierra

The Spanish Constitution entered into force in December 1978, defi nitively 
concluding the authoritarian regime that had been imposed by General Francisco 
Franco after his military rising against the Republic in July 1936. During the 
dictatorial period, no rights and freedoms were guaranteed as they would have 
been in a democratic country. Even less so, of course, the freedom of expression 
or freedom of the press, as these would endanger the regime. This authoritarian 
system lasted for almost forty years but it was not homogeneous throughout 
that time period. In the 1960s, the regime opened up slightly, and this allowed 
for a revision of some laws concerning the media, which at that time were 
mainly the press and radio. From this period is the Press Statute, passed in 1966 
which – paradoxically - is still in force. The media landscape that exists today in 
Spain is very much conditioned by this country’s history. In the presentation, 
the main elements of today’s media policies in Spain will be highlighted and 
some explanations will be provided on the infl uence of history in each particular 
subject.

Sebastian Müller

The German media landscape experiences a thorough development since 
the advent of new media services. Especially the Internet has accelerated the 
process. Traditionally, the German media market is very much shaped by a 
dual broadcasting system with the coexistence of equally strong public service 
broadcasting operators and private broadcasters. The landscape is also shaped 
by a very diverse print media market, privately organized by publishers with 
newspapers, weeklies and magazines. New media services, however, pose 
diff erent challenges on the traditional media. The private publishers and 
private broadcasters try to circumscribe online activities of the public service 
broadcasters, because Internet is regarded as an important market. More 
and more younger people use the Internet as source of information which 
challenges thus the position of traditional media outlets. Finally, online off ers of 
newspapers do not fulfi l the expectations in generating money for publishers. 
These are only a few subjects which are discussed in the much broader fi eld of 
the interrelationship of traditional and new media. Those mentioned here shall 
be addressed in the talk and following discussion.
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Federica Casarosa

The analysis of the Italian media system shows a transition period, when 
developments both in terms of legislative interventions and new balances in 
the market power allocation are likely. The Italian regulatory framework was 
developed in three main phases. The fi rst, between the two World Wars, was 
based on a public monopoly over the means of information, that created the tight 
relationship between political power and the media that still exists today. The 
second phase coincided with the deep constitutional changes which came about 
after the recognition of new principles and rights in the relationship between 
the State and citizens. The recent three decades have seen the enactment of 
the “third generation” legislation. As the social context changed, regulation has 
faced new challenges: the acceleration of technological innovation that has 
eliminated the rationale for the scarcity of resources in broadcasting networks, 
the increasing pressure from the entrepreneurial and advertising sectors for a 
liberalisation and privatisation of broadcasting, the need to embrace the media 
as a converged whole that is no longer compartmentalised into diff erent market 
sectors. 

Session II
Actors of Media Regulation and Media Regulatory Approaches 

Tomislav Jelić

The Croatian media legislation (Media Act, Electronic Media Act, Croatian Radio-
Television Act) is fully aligned with the acquis communautiare and it provides 
for the freedom of expression, protection of pluralism and diversity, general 
content requirements and content production (European works, independent 
production, own production), codes on editorial freedom and ethical codes, 
protection of privacy, dignity, reputation and honor. The media regulation and 
policy also promote citizenship participation and democracy in the Republic of 
Croatia. However, some of the existing legal norms are not fully implemented, 
which requires further eff orts on the part of the media and the legislator since 
there is a room for the improvement in the future. 
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Evangelia Psychogiopolou 

Evangelia Psychogiopolou will discuss the regulatory framework in Greece for the 
media sector, and will examine the infl uence of European Union law on domestic 
regulatory practice. Attention will be drawn to the jurisprudence of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union in the fi eld and the recently adopted presidential 
decree that transposes the EU Directive on Audiovisual Media Services.     

Rachael Craufurd Smith 

Rachael Craufurd Smith will be exploring regulatory approaches in the United 
Kingdom, focusing on the growing infl uence of European Union and human 
rights law.  She will also be evaluating recent moves to rely on competition law 
rather than state regulation as a mechanism to realise public interest objectives 
in the media fi eld and will explain why the self-regulatory regime that currently 
applies to the written press is widely considered to have failed.

Pierre-François DOCQUIR

The presentation will fi rst introduce the Belgian regulatory authorities in both 
French and Flemish Communities. Then, in order to illustrate a dynamic overview 
of the relationships between all actors of the media sector, the presentation 
will focus on a few cases, such as (1) how the CSA (French Community media 
regulator) accompanies the adoption of new rules on advertising, (2) the 
respective roles of the Conseil de Déontologie Journalistique (self-regulatory 
advisory body for journalists’ ethics) and the CSA.
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Session III
Media Policies and Democratic Politics: 

The Quest for Free and Independent Media

Dilek Kurban

The process of economic liberalization in late 1980s in Turkey brought an 
end to the state monopoly over the media and resulted in the burgeoning 
of private broadcasting companies. This was coupled with the quantitative 
growth of the written press. Important as they were, these developments did 
not result in the establishment of a free and independent media in Turkey. The 
political and economical inter-dependence of the media and the state since 
the establishment of the republic in 1923 remains by and large unchanged. 
Moreover, the media continues to be dominated by a few conglomerates, which 
monopolize the ownership of the sector. On the other hand, the democratization 
process initiated by Turkey’s EU accession candidacy implied reforms in the areas 
of freedom of expression and freedom of media as well as structural reforms in 
the areas of licensing, media ownership and competition. Finally, the entry of 
transnational companies into the media sector has increased the pressure on 
the government to adopt a coherent regulatory framework. The presentation 
will briefl y analyze these current challenges concerning media freedom and 
independence in Turkey.     

Zrinjka Peruško

Two main groups of parameters are necessary for analysing media systems 
– political culture and structure and the structural dimensions of the 
media system. While authors diff er in what elements of political culture 
or structure they highlight as the most important (elements of normative 
media theory related to political values as in Siebert et al and Blumler and 
Gurevitch, or political structure and values as in Hallin and Mancini), the 
structural elements of the media system are almost identical: the type 
and development of the media market, the nature of the journalistic 
profession, the type of the relationship of the media to the political realm, 
and the role of the state in media system development (Siebert, Peterson 
and Schramm 1947/1956, Blumler and Gurevitch 1974-1977/1995, Hallin 
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and Mancini 2004). These categories are also included in media monitoring 
tools (e.g. UNESCO Media Development Indicators).
Based on these theoretical underpinnings, this presentation will analyze 
the role of the state in media system development, i.e. media policy, in 
European post-socialist transition in three phases: 1. freedom, 2. market, 
3. European integration. The main argument is that a democratic media 
system can not be developed without an appropriate political culture 
and a democratic political consensus, and that media policy activity in 
the region corresponds to the three phase development as well as to the 
growing political consolidation.

Daniel Smilov

The media are extremely important for the Bulgarian parliamentary regime, 
and their special role in building the party system after the fall of communism 
could hardly be overestimated. There have been generally two models of 
interaction between political and media actors over the last twenty years. The 
fi rst model of aggressive majoritarian attempts to control the (public electronic) 
media was characteristic for the 1990s. The second model started to shape 
after 2001, when the party system of the fi rst ten years started to disintegrate, 
and populist newcomers won a succession of parliamentary elections. These 
developments took place against a much more pluralistic (and not susceptible 
to direct governmental control) background. The end result was a new pattern 
of relationships between political parties and specifi c media, which (at their 
extreme) led to hybrid political structures - party-media or media-party - or 
at least to very heavy emphasis on the development of capacities for media 
presentation and PR in party politics. 

Nada Švob-Đokić

The quest for free and independent media is shaped within the public sphere 
concepts. These are usually imagined as democratic spaces in which citizens 
use the freedom of expression to promote their communication interests and 
the related public policies. The structure of such public spheres and types of 
communication that occur within them are supposed to follow democratic 
procedures in shaping and implementing media policies.
The public spheres do not correlate with sovereign states (Fraser, 2007: 8); 
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they defy the existing borders and support constructions of the ‘hybridized 
cultural forms’.  Until recently media policies were thought of as national, media 
specifi c and a part of cultural domain (Gripsrud and Moe, 2010), which is now 
being changed through the raise of a digital public sphere, that has introduced 
globalization, a-territorial communication, convergence and marketization. 
What is the refl ection of such developments in a small country that evolves 
through transitional changes from socialism to (a brand of) liberal capitalism? 
What could be the structure of a public sphere that would contextualize the 
establishment of free and independent media?
The main elements to be discussed in this context are the following: eclipse of any 
type of public sphere; promotion of particular (political) and individual interests; 
privatization of media and exposure to uncontrolled entrance of foreign media 
capital, transfer of foreign media organizations and institutions, provision of 
contents; slow and diffi  cult re-establishment of the role of state (that largely 
serves market interests) through the media regulations, and an extremely slow 
re-appearance of a fragile public sphere that only marginally infl uences the 
types of  formally democratized communication.
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